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COLOUR
STATEMENT

Adopting a trans-seasonal approach to colour, an ongoing, fundamental theme at
FranklinTill, has never been more important. The current environmental crisis offers us
the vital opportunity to explore colour, not in terms of seasonal palettes or marketing
tools, but as directional and enduring; to rediscover how different shades can work
together to create exciting new combinations; and, amid all the uncertainty, to find joy.

Longevity and endurance do not need to come at the expense of creativity and fun.
We believe that colour can be riotous yet balanced, offering strong foundational hues
that will last for years to come. Building on our work in previous editions and dem-
onstrating our move away from seasonal colour, we are proud to introduce our new
Colour Futures section. Here we explore the unbridled creativity of making, not only in
the physical world with hands-on crafts, but also in the digital realm - a space which
Gen Z are making their own.

By bringing our innate playfulness to self-expression and making, we can add even
more joy to the creative process and find greater pleasure alongside purpose; method
in our own unique, joyful human madness.

In our analysis of key colours, we highlight the season’s prominent long-term and
directional colours. As real life merges with digital identity, these key colours embrace
both earthy tones and vibrant, high-tech hues, as super-brights sit alongside subtly
developing browns and greys, influenced by renewable material processes.

There’s no doubt that colour trends will always evolve in line with changes in consumer
mindsets, and it is crucial now for us all to rediscover the joy and power that lie in our
own hands to shape the future of colour. We invite you to find your own joy in how you
use these colours - and we dare you to be bold and playful.
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Childlike, playful and rooted in a joyful approach to making, Dirty Pastels showcases
the infinite creative possibilities of working with material waste. Remaking plastic and
textiles into something completely new creates an exciting mixed and remixed appear-
ance: think oozy orbicular plasma, softly structured surfaces and pleasingly pliable
textures. Unpretentious, idiosyncratic, but not entirely naive, there is underlying meth-
od to the madness. Recycled colours blend into one another to create subtle organic
ombrés, not slick digital concoctions. A sweetly sumptuous synthesis of dirtied lilac,
mint and peach pastels accented with bold warm colours, atop a predominantly pale
grey background.
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cargocollective.com/nhacker

London-based designer and mak-
er James Shaw's playful approach
to design challenges the concept
of waste, creating curiously child-
like, unconventional furniture and
homewares. Working with recy-
cled plastics, Shaw celebrates the
origin of each material, recreating
it in sculptural forms reminiscent
of piped buttercream icing or
baroque cornicing. A confection
of dirty pastels - lilac, mint and
peach - creates a delicate, delec-
table colour palette we wouldn’t
usually associate with waste, again
playing with our perceptions of
circular design.

COLOUR FUTURES 2023+

DES BONZA

The digital alter ego of German
ceramicist Nadine Hacker,
Mercedes Bonzai, inhabits a hybrid
visual language that fuses the
digital and physical world. Over-
coming the restrictions of ana-
logue craftsmanship and offering
complete freedom of expression,
drawings and handmade objects
take on a quirky cyber character.
There's a soft playfulness to

the rounded shapes and organic
graphics, the clever use of
iridescent digital colours and soft
pastels giving 3D textiles an

extra dimension.

meyswsawel@ Yn-od'meysjaeyoiwsawel
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Korean premium kidswear brand
Lucky Try celebrates the joy

of childhood, teaming French
sensibility with a bold streetwear
aesthetic. Kidult-style cartoon-
ish prints include conversational
repeats and clashing stripes,
overlaid with naive graffiti fonts
and symbols, including the iconic
smiley face. Teaming sweetie
pastels, utility-style neutrals and
a flash of neon, this is pure,
simple, unadulteratedly fun fash-
ion that just makes you smile.

@luckytry_official

luckytry.co.kr

Working from a studio in the
Mallorcan countryside, set and
interior designer Sara Regal cre-
ates contemporary craft objects
from recycled waste materials.
Resembling cartoonish geologi-
cal fossils or children’s science kit
crystals, her abstract sculptures
exude a palpable sense of fun.
Entitled "Cream Decay”, bob-
bly, undulating surfaces are sub-
merged in gooey, oozing plastic,
like clumps of popcorn under
melting gelato. A plethora of sac-
charine pastels trickle and blend
into one other, taking on a sub-
dued, dirty tinge as they congeal
and harden.

osuoje|e8aleles® woo’|edaleles
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Gusakova and Bram Rokes
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The Ode To from the Cream Decay series by Sara Regal
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JAU MICRA GAMER

Berlin-based social designer Jan
Micha Gamer is an urban scav-
enger, questioning the concept

of waste and reutilising defunct
electronic devices. Combining en-
gineering e-waste and raw natural
materials, Gamer’s refined yet
ad-hoc aesthetic weaves circuit
boards into traditional basketry
or amalgamates home appliance
components and windfall timber.
Stripped-back and non-ornamen-
tal, in a pleasing colour palette of
earthy naturals, muted greens and
mechanical metallics, Gamer’s
work showcases our new “natural”
resources and the relationship
between humans and nature.

Jawegeyolwuel® op-Jaweldeydiw-we|l

Eindhoven design studio Dutch
Invertuals” digital exhibition
Objects for a New Kind of Society
explores how design and technol-
ogy will shape the cities of the
future. Created in collaboration
with The Future Laboratory for
Dutch Design Week, 3D scan col-
laging and cut-and-paste crafting
creates virtual vistas that merge
natural and synthetic forms, real
and fantastical environments. Rich
organic textures become glitchy,
imperfect, and earthy colours
take on an otherworldly, digitised
aura, coming together to create an
extraordinary new cyber realm.

@dutch_invertuals

dutchinvertuals.nl

THE SKIN OF RUINS

A digital collaboration between
artist Fabien Léaustic, creative
direction duo DVTK and arts col-
lective Cyber Super, The Skin of
Ruins invites viewers to explore
and interact with a constantly
evolving virtual ecosystem. Based
on the study of phytoplankton,

an infinite undulating landscape of
synthetic green and brown cellular
clusters features ominous patches
of dark shadow to indicate decline
and destruction, while orbs of
light offer regenerative properties.
Designed to create awareness

of our impact on the natural
world, this is digital collaging at

its immersive best.

jJe’suinijouysay)

Experimental Russian designer
Polina Krichko's Future Fossils
footwear collection imagines how
sneakers might look after hundreds
of years languishing in landfill.
Working with upcycled silicone
rubber moulds, Krichko replicates
deadstock and reclaimed sneaker
factory samples, transforming
unrecyclable thermoplastic com-
ponents into a sculptural ‘clay’

to cast futuristic 3D collages.
Through the act of breaking down,
making and remaking shoes, she
creates unexpected textural and
colour combinations, the charac-
ter of the original materials dictat-
ing the final outcome.

@polina.krichko
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‘THE (-(GUSE OF QUEER JOY’
SRAGH READ

Conceived by Design Academy
Eindhoven graduate Clodagh Read
during lockdown, ‘'The House of
Queer Joy’ is a tactile patchwork
tent that celebrates the queer
community. Bold, acid colour is

lit with neon to create an ener-
getic environment that taps into
club culture and drag houses.
Championing diversity, activism
and collaboration, the hand-made
patches are printed and embroi-
dered with quotes and thoughts
from voices within the queer com-
munity, a constantly evolving visual
conversation filled with joy, plus
little melancholia.

@thehouseofqueerjoy

A collaboration between the
global sports giant and London-
based knitwear brand, Nike X AGR
is a purposeful project driven

by upcycling culture. Combining
reclaimed Nike store banners
and deadstock with left-over
yarns, fabric off-cuts and hard-
ware from the AGR studio, the
youth-driven streetwear pieces
feature bold acid colour, mis-
matched pattern and brilliantly
brazen logos. Showcased at a
NikeTown Oxford Circus pop-up,
the capsule collection sold out
fast, part of Nike’s Move to Zero
carbon and waste initiative.

JuyJi8e® n-o0d-juyJde
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PIXEL SROE
BY TIDHAR ZAGAGI

@tidhar_zagagi

FIXEL_SHOE_85

Israeli designer Tidhar Zagagi’s
mobile Pixel Shoe project creates
fun, affordable made-to-measure
footwear in minutes. Setting up
shop on street corners with his
trusty wooden cart, (or “one-
man shoe factory’), Zagagi uses a
speedy PU foam casting method
to mould and fuse an ergonomic,
custom-fit shoe to the sole of
passing customers’ socks. Show-
casing a playful, convivial and
egalitarian approach to craft, the
unfinished DIY aesthetic and fun
fluoro colour possibilities all add
to the charm.

NIKE PLAYLAB

Play New with Nandi

IF YOU CAN
IMAGINE IT,
YOU CAN

Nike’s interactive PLAYlab platform invites kids to get involved with
experiential sports and games, challenging them to submit and share
their ideas with others. Dynamic and visually exciting, the immersive
playground is a digital collage of vibrant colour, playful fonts, floating
3D renders and stickers. '‘Encouraging a new generation to think outside
of the box’, Nike hopes it will empower children to tap into their self-
expression and creativity via fun physical activities.

us/woogelAe|dayiu
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House of Queer Joy by Clodagh Re

AGRKNIT x Nike

on POLESTAR 2 courtesy of Polestar
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Art Cars by Zeitguised Studio
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Rebellious, anarchic and unashamedly badass, Creative Grunge invites us to embrace
our inner weird. A riot of painterly graffiti, nebulous blobs, chunky metal and shiny fluid
surfaces come together to create a triumphant trainwreck of discombobulated tex-
ture. A kind of dirty digital archaeology in which physical objects become unreal and
simulated, the mundane becomes magical, and vice versa. Unapologetically grotesque,
this is deliberately provocative creativity that raises a defiant middle finger to the main-
stream. A dark, murky colour palette of dingy browns and inky blues is accented with
brazen neon brights to create an eerily synthetic, cybernatural glow.

CREATIVE
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FACULTATIVE WORKS

Fascinated by biology and the nat-
ural world, St. Petersburg design
studio Facultative Works delights
in digital collaging techniques
with a deliberately dirty, grungy
aesthetic. Slimy, oozing textures
drip and disperse like melted
candle wax or underwater coral
polyps, forming crude but recog-
nisable organic forms and abstract
lettering. A murky colour palette
of blacks, greys and browns plays
host to subdued oranges and
yellows and the occasional flash
of bioluminescent lilac: a digital-
ly-rendered reimagining of the
gloomy ocean floor.

juanvgdesigner.com @juanvgdesigner

$)JoM aAI}e}NDRY

$)I0MBAI}R}NO.ID)

With a tagline of "Don’t wait for
the change, make it yourself”,
Spanish genderless fashion
collective Juan VG specialises in
upcycling and circular design.

A celebration of youth, rebellious
anarchy and the environment,
apparel and jewellery pieces are
showcased via playful, grungy col-
laging techniques. Neon brights
signal the contour of images via a
psychedelic aura, with distorted
overlaid visuals creating a delight-
fully disordered feel. Deadstock
silver chunky chains become con-
temporary kitsch charm bracelets,
hung with handpainted graffiti
tag-style motifs.

59

Self-taught Vancouver-based nail
artist Alexa Dony creates hand-
painted, one-of-a-kind manicures
and press-on sets. Her visually-
arresting, verging-on-revolting
aesthetic fuses globular, oozing
texture and unconventional clash-
ing colour. Trypophobics-beware,
chaotic clusters of glossy glowing
blobs sit on ombré washes of dirty
colour, seemingly multiplying on
the nail surface. Unapologetically
unique and wildly experimental,
this is Disney-on-drugs styling, a
fantastical collage of boundary-
pushing anti-design.

federmess.com @federmess

COLOUR FUTURES 2023+

G@®D FOR HER NAILS

”
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Offering a gruesome take on
digital collaging, Amsterdam-
based multimedia artist Elizaveta
Federmesser creates mysterious,
macabre automated landscapes
and characters. Subverting the
uniform with a digitally-rendered,
hyperreal aesthetic, amorphous
shapes, murky colour and disturb-
ing textures create chaotically
unconventional montages. Imbued
with darkness, dirty browns,
bruised purple-blues and sickly
simulated greens in slimy, greasy,
dripping textures create a disturb-
ing vision of digital decay.
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Jewellery by Juan VG
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Visual by Facultative Works

ermesser
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SRADES OF GREY
LENG=-TERM COLOUR

A returning force and a dominant colour over the past few years, grey is taking over
from beige as a key long-term colour. From cool, light tones and not-so-bright whites
to washed-out blacks and dark, mineral almost-black, these shades are synonymous
with material processes, where colour is reused, recycled and upcycled.
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BRIGHT HYPE
DIRECTIONAL COLOUR

These super-brights are more important than ever, whether used as accents or com-
bined together for the ultimate bold colour statement. Bright, joyful and experimental,
they represent an inherently Gen Z approach to colour. Their digitally inspired vibrancy
is the perfect complement to the cool greys and beiges — especially the bright pink.
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POSITIVE PURPLES
LONG-TERM® COLOUR

Conveying romance and a dreamlike sensibility, as well as encompassing Gen Z lilac
and more metaverse-inspired applications, purple feels both nostalgically analogue
and boldly digital. It's been a key colour for many seasons and that doesn’t seem set to
change any time soon. Vibrant hues are key for creating statement combinations, while
paler lilacs are becoming trans-seasonal staples.

524
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SUPER-GREENS
DIRECTIONAL COLOUR

Green has become increasingly important as a key colour and this status shows no sign
of waning. A key shade in the digital sphere, super-greens have a technical, sporty ap-
peal, with grungier shades seeming more screen-inspired than organic when used as
an accent colour. Super-greens are seen alongside more foundational colours, such as
greys and browns.
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EARTH BROWNS
LENG-TERM COLOUR

While beige has been a dominant long-term colour, darker shades of brown are now
coming to the fore, and are a reminder that we are all connected to the Earth. With
a slightly grungier aesthetic than that of past seasons, these natural browns continue
the trend of broadening our perceptions of natural colour. Earth Browns work well as
a sophisticated pairing with the darker Shades of Grey, or with the purples for more
youthful, vibrant colour.
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530LD BLUES
DIRECTIONAL COLOUR

As we explored in the Coexist issue, blues are shaking off their classic connotations to
become directional, younger and more playful. From the bright and bold to the soft
and chalky, blues embody a joyful aesthetic.
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